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HERE THEY ARE 






All twenty-six of them 
‚in stories with giggles 
and tickles and awful pickles 


Jackal was bicycling up Fourth Street one afternoon 
when he saw а lot of cars parked in front of Zebra's 
house. Then he heard a lot of laughing and singing 
coming from the yard. 

He chained his bike to a tree and went to see what 
was going on. 











Zebra saw Jackal and waved. “Oh, there you are, 
Jackal. Come on in.” 





‘You re havi ing a party!” whined Jackal. “Why wasn’t I E. 


invited? 1 


“You are invited!” chuckled Zebra. “Everybody's always 
invited to my parties. 


“Well, I certainly didn't get an invitation!” grumbled 
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“Yes!” called Alligator. “I heard about it from Yak.” 
“I heard it from Alligator," said Dog. 

“I heard it from Dog,” squealed Nightingale. 

“A little bird told me," joked Kangaroo. 











Jackal took a step back. “I know when I'm not wanted,’ 
he said. “Anyway, you didn’t even tell me the reason 
for the party.” 
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Jackal watched as she cut two slices. Then he pulled a 
ruler out of his pocket and began to measure each slice. 
He measured top to bottom, front to back, and side 

to side. 





m Jackal sniffled and whined and cried, *No fair! 
» No fair! Moose's piece is bigger than mine! I want it! | 
\ I want it! I want it!" 

~ Jackal jumped up and down and fell SPLAT, right on 
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Zebra handed a towel to Jackal and said, “Having fun?" 
“It's no fair!” sniffled Jackal, wiping his face. “I only 
want what's coming to me. You're all so mean!” 

“Why don't you stop being so weird?” yelled Alligator. 
“Не can't help it,” said Lion. "Не gets jealous.” 





“Jealous? Who's jealous?” snapped Jackal. “Pm not 
jealous. There isn’t a jealous bone in my whole body!” 
“Oh, no!” giggled Kangaroo. “Jackal isn’t jealous. All he 
wants is a written invitation. All he wants is a party 

of his own. All he wants is more cake. All he wants is 
everything!” й 





*Ooooh!" screamed Nightingale. “We should really get 
him for that!” 

“Yes!” said Zebra. “And I know how.” 

"How?" cried everybody. 

“We should really get him..." said Zebra, "to stop 
being so jealous. I think that if just once we gave 
Jackal everything he wants, he wouldn't feel so jealous." 
“I get it!” cried Dog. “And if he doesn't feel so jealous, 
maybe Jackal won't be such a pain!" 

“Good!” cried everybody. “Let's give Jackal everything 
he wants!" 


They started to make plans. 








The next afternoon, everybody went over to the gas 

station where Jackal worked. They were carrying 

balloons and banners, party hats and presents. 

Pig handed Jackal a written invitation. 

It said: THIS IS A SURPRISE PARTY FOR YOU, 
JACKAL. WE WANT TO GIVE YOU 
EVERYTHING YOU WANT! 





“A surprise party for me!” said Jackal. “Is this a trick? 
You know I'm working now. How can I have a party 
when I'm working?" 

“Easy,” said Zebra. "Since everybody in town wants to 
give you a party, then nobody will want to buy gas. 
You won't have to work, and we can have fun instead." 





1 “Hooray!” cried everybody. And the party began. 
There was laughing and music and a pile of presents 
for Jackal. 





Elephant's present was a year's supply of chocolate 

layer cake with banana frosting. Hippo brought Jackal 

a book called SOYBEANS AND FRIENDSHIP. Lion's 

present was an afternoon at the movies— just the two 

of them. Yak's present was to call Jackal every night for 
a month and tell him what was going on. 





“Well, Jackal,” laughed Zebra, “now we hope you have 

everything you want!” 

“Yes,” said Yak. “We stayed at Zebra's house and 

planned your party all night. And we worked to make 

decorations, and we made hats and blew up the balloons, 
and Elephant did all the cooking. What more could 

| anyone want...?" 
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WELCOME TO THE TOWN OF 


Where all twenty-six Sweet Pickles 
live and work and play 








